
20th. January, 1969 

Prof$ssqr'J,D. Bsrnal, F.&S. 
Departmant of Crystallography 
Birkbeck Collega 
University of London 
London, W.C.l 

Dear,Sage 

I enclos.5 a copy of,Leslie Orgel@spaper*on the Zvolution of th&.. 
Gsnetic' Apparatus and one of my own ,x&.x The Origin of the Genetic 
Code. I think Orgel's paper should 1ogicalIy be read before niine, 
although they,wre published in'thz.reversed sequence, though in 
the same ',journal.,:". I hope you wi.lltfind, them interesting. : 

I hopa the dinner 'on the 30th goes'off well;, In this lab we ha& 
always'ragardad you as the' sciantific father of our subject. .If 
it was'not for your imagination in thinking about'what seemad to 
be.impossibty difficult problems, and the. jncouragemznt that you 
gave to llax and Dorothy and.th+'oth5rs, ptoplz.like myself woul,d 
nevar h&v?, had th?,opportunity te work, in molecula'r'biology, and 
would,,hava' b-lan'too timid to.tackls' the really interesting ausstidns; 
I'shail .always ramamber. tha ‘Dttmuiu~ -yOu gave us when youctimt to ' 
visit th3, Cavzndish when I was stiI1 a:~ra$aarch student and 'parti&- 
larly.appreciate your ,support:.,wh~n~'I lwqs having;to, at that early 
st;l'ge, say unkind thing~~abouti,$rotain.crystallography. It is. 
wonderful to s+e how the subjec,t,has dbvelopad since'then, both 
on the.structural side and on the biochemical side, but without 
the ear,ly work of'.'people like yourself it ,would never have got 
off the ground. 

With all ,good.wishes, 

’ : 

F.H,C..Crfck 


